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BAISINS.

Mr. W. B. West, of Stockton, sliowed us

tliis week, a letter from Malaga, dated Jan-

uary 2Cth. The writer is the largest ex-

porter of raisins to the United States. He

says the Malaga crop has not been much

diminished by the phylloxera, though there

has been a good deal of talk and consider-

able aiixiety for the future. The crop of

" Layers" "for 1883 was 1,850,000 to 1,900,-

000 boxes, of 22 lbs each; the average of

the past few years has been 2,000,000 boxes.

The Denia raisins, better known in the

United States as '-Valencia," yielded a

crop in 1883 of 2,800,000 boxes, of 28 lbs

each. These latter raisins, Mr. West says,

are partially cured by dipping in lye, and

are of a quality that our second-class rais-

ius can easily be brought to compete with

Mr. West's Malaga correspondent says that

the United States takes, annually, about

1,000,000 to 1,125,000 boxes each of Mal-

aga and Denia raisins. Assuming our pres-

ent California production to be 100,000 to

"120,000 boxes, and the imports of the

United States from these two places at 2,-

000,000 to 2,500,000 boxes, it will be seen

that we produce only one box in twenty to

twenty-flTO of what is now easily consumed

in the country. This shows how wide a

field there is here for raisin culture, if the

political lawyers in Congress can be re-

sti-ained from meddling with what they do

not understand and sacrificing the material

prosperity of the country to their worn out

parly dogmas. The choicest of our raisins,

Mr. West says, will fairly compete with the

London Layers of Malaga, though it may

be some years before we produce many of

those choicer grades which go to England

for consumption at the tables of the rich.

Mr. West gave us another point : In Mai

aga, they never in-igate raisin vines, though

they use irrigation in cultivating the orange

and the lemon.

Before] you plant a vineyard, deter

mine in your own mind whether you want

to sell table fruit,make raisins or wine. If

the latter, come to some conclusion as to

what kind and quality of wine you want to

make.

No journal in this State is more

closely read or more valued by its subsorib.

ers than the Mekchant,

SAN DIEUO RAISINS.

Another <ri«lc on fonimissioner Blow-

(From the San DioBO Union, Feb. 14th.

J

It has been a solirce of chagrin to all true

friends of the State Viticultural Commission

that it has done so little to advance the rai-

sin interests of the State. In the first an-

nual Eeport of the Commissioners, pub-

lished in 1881, Mr. Blowers, who appears

to have been until lately recognized by the

Board as the sole person authorized to dis-

cuss raisin making, devoted two printed

pages to the entire subject matter and the

interest of the vast Sacramento Valley

which he represents in the Commission.

It it had not been for the instructive ad-

dress on raisin making in Spain prepared

by Mr. Wm. West, of Stockton, and ap-

pended to Mr. Blowers' report, there would

I
have been nothing worthy of the State's

funds published that year on this subject.

To Wm. Wesi the State is indebted for

;ome most valuable information, which

should have received greater attention.

The next year Mr. Blowers strings togc tbi i

a lot of unimportant details and leaves .mt

of consideration the most interesting devel-

opments not only of the State, but of his

own district. At the Los Angeles Conven-

tion last Summer, notwithstanding the

Board was otherwise well represented, he

failed to appear, and had it not been for

Dr. Conger, of Pasadena, and William Mc-

pherson, of Orange, the raisin interest

would again have gone by default. At the

second annual State Convention held later

in San Francisco, we were again surprised

to find that the day devoted to raisin and

table grapes, the supervision of which had

been assumed by Mr. Blowers, proved a

dismal failure ; on account of his neglect to

prepare for the occasion. Since then it

seems that the Chief Executive Officer of

the Board, Mr. Wetmore, whose duty it is

to visit aU parts of the State and to assist

everywhere that he can in the develop-

ment of viticulture and to report on all

branches of the work, has given mortal of-

fense to Mr. Blowers by presuming to dis-

cuss the proper methods of cultivating and

curing the raisin grape. Mr. Wetmore has

at last opened a true discussion of prin-

ciples interesting to all sections of the

State, but in some instances he has ex-

pressed views that do not agree with Mr.

Blowers. He has, as one instance of his

unpardonable audacity, shown a clear dis-

tinction between a raisin and a dried gi-ape

:

Mr. Blowers feels offended, because he

dries his grapes by artificial heat, not being

able to cure them in the sun. Mr. Wet-

more says that in many cases in the State

there is no difference between the so-called

"Muscatel Gordo Blanco'' and the com-

monly known Muscat of Alexandria, the

names having been used without true ap-

plications. Mr. Blowers has been making

a few thousand dollars annually by selling

"Gordo Blanco'' cuttings to growers, who

imagined that they were getting something

superior to the Muscats of their neighbors.

The explanations made by Mr. Wetmore

seem to have hurt Mr. Blowers, where he

ismost sensitive, viz; in the region of his

pocket. These and other similar sins of

the Chief Executive Officer have brought

down on him a peculiar attack from Mr.

Blowers, who imagines that the true way

lo hurt an opponent is to strike at hispock-

t. For the first time this year there is

ically something new in one of the reports

of the Commissioner for the great Sacra-

mento district, and that consists in an .at-

tack on San Diego. The vine growers of

that district must be proud of their valiant

representative; it must make them sinib'

with joy to find out that there is four time

as much rainfall in Shasta as there is in

San Diego, and similar instructions on

grape growing.
Is it not time, however, that some more

competent man should champion the raisin

industry in the State Board? Mr. Blowers

may be summed up as follows : He owns

about forty acres of bearing vines in Yolo

county, a large part of which are table and

shipping varieties; he cannot always cure

his grapes by sun drying, because his meth-

ods prevent perfect maturity of the fruit,

—

therefore he dries them artificially; he has

a big pump, a big dryer, gets big grapes

and a big head; he makes dried grapes that

do not compars in tjie isif.rket wth the or-
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WINE, RAISIN AND TABLE GBAPES.
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FOR SALE AT THIS OFFICE.

Single Copies 25 ct!

Clubs suppUed at $15.00 per 100.

PETIT PINOT,
(BLiCK BUKGrNDY.)

MATARO,
(UPEIGHT BUROUNDY.)

Cuttings and Roots.

To close out we will seU above at $7 per

M for cuttings, and 530 per M for roots.

Johannisberg and Franken KiesUug cutt-

ings, $3.50 per 1000.

Warranted true to name.

COATES & TOOL;
NAPA, CiL.

Otto Hann,
;No. 6 CEDAR STREET,

NEW YORK.

Wine Flavors and Finings-

Superior Bed Wiue Color

a Specialty.

sole'agents in the umiEO smES fob

Gelatine Weinlaube
FOR CL.'kRIFVIN.:-, RED WIKE.

ALL MY ARTICLES WARRANTED

PERFECTLY INNOCUOUS.

LANDSBERCER & CURTIS,
123 California St., S. F.

AGENTS FOB CALIFOKNIA

" The Wine Press and the

Cellar."

4 MASCAI. FOR THE W..Vf. MAKEB' iKD TUE CEL1.AR-

Man.

Ectter from Charles A. Wetmore, Esq.

[St. Heleka Star.]

A glance through it disclosea a vast amount of in-

stini.' information about wincmaliins, both in

i country and in Europe • » • * This is a subject

A-hich our people shoutl be especially informed,

„,„. we trust that the author's efforts in that direction

ni'iiy meet with liberal encouragement."

Sold by
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BOUND IN BOARDS AND CLOTH; $1 BO.
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SEASON OF 1884!

VINES and VINE CUTTINGS

I take pleasure in informing my patrons

that I shall be able to furnish, if called for

soon, limited quantities of

OESIUNE CITTINGS
Of the following rare varieties:— FOLLE

BLANCHE, COLOMBAK (Sau-riguonvert)

MATAKO, CAEIGNAN, GKENACHE,

TETIT PINOT (Crabb's Black Burgundy)

CHAUCHE NOIB, TROUSSEAU, MEU-

NIEK (same as the so-called Franc-Pinot

of Mr. ScheiBer—misnamed), CHAEBONO,

FOLLE NOIEE, MALBECK (same as

Lefranc's so-called Cabernet-Malbeck)

MOSELLE EIESLING, WEST'S WHITE

PEOLIFIC, MUSCAT of FEONTIGNAN,

SEEDLESS SULTANA, etc.

The prices of the foregoing are capri-

cious and some of the varieties, particular-

ly MATAEO, MALBECK, CAEIGNAN,

ilEUNIEE and WEST'S WHITE PEO-

LIFIC, are nearly all engaged at the pre-

sent time.

Price lists wiU be forwarded to those in-

quiring, as circumstances varj' them.

Also. All the well Known Varieties

uch as ZINFANDEL, EIESLING. CHAS-

SELAS, CHAUCHE ORIS, BEEGER,

MUSCATS (Gordo Blanco and Alexandria)

FLAME TOKAY, etc., etc.

ROOTED VINES.

Particular care wiU be taken in respect

to rooted vines to guard against infection

by diseases. lean furnish rooted ZIN-

FANDEL, MALYOISIE, VEEDAL,

FEHEE ZAGOS, CHAEBONO, etc; at

varying prices, according to the demands of

different producers.

Also a few thousand CALIFOENICA

SEEDLINGS ;
EIPAEIA SEEDLINGS

all engaged.

RIPARIA CHTT1N«S.
Having made necessary arrangements,

prepared until Januai-y 15th to offer

fresh EIPAEIA CUTTINGS from the

forests of Nebraska—car load aheady ar-

rived in better condition than ever before

received in this State, as follows

:

3G INCH CUTTINGS at $10.00 per M.

42 .. • "$12.00 ' •

Ten per cent off for cash within 10 days

after receipt and acceptance of orders.

For those who desire shorter lengths I

will furnish

10 to 15 inch cuttings at $3.50 per M.

15 to 18 *5.00 " "

18 to 20 $6.00 " "

But I advise purchasers to take the long

cuttings and prepare them to suit them-

selves. This is the cheapest offering of

Eiparia cuttings ever made in California.

SEED.

I have fresh Eiparia seed (from Nebras-

ka) to offer at

$2.50 p.er lb. for less than 5 lbs.

$2.00 " " " 5 lbs. audmore.

Also, Fresh CnlifornicB Seed at

$1.50 per lb. for less than 5 lbs.

$1.00 " " *' 5 lbs. and more.

CIRCUI.ARS
will soon be ready to explain the impor-

tance of certain of the rarest varieties and

will bo furnished on demand.

Addi'ess
Chas. a. Wetmore,

No. 321 Montgomery St., or

No. hi Leidesdorff St.,

San Francisco, Cal.

P. 0. Address

lU Loidtmlgrff St, B, V


