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NAPA VALLEY.

A gcntlemftn who had occasion to make

a hasty business trip through the Napa

Valley last week, writes for the Merchant

ns follows. It was his first visit to a wine

district, and it is needless to say that,

though familiar from reading the papers

with the general facts concerning our wine

product, he was astounded at the extent of

the vineyards and the substantial buildings

and cellars connected with them.

The first %'ineyard met with on leaving

St. Helena is that of Beringer Brothers

These gentlemen have fine rock cellars and

are adding substantial improvements to

their property. They produced during the

past season some 75,000 gallons of wine

and about 2,000 gallons of brandy. They

have 55 acres of old vines, Zinfandels,

Rieslings, Chasselas, etc., and are planting

extensively.

Chas. Krug's fine place is next met with.

He has some 225 acres planted in vines,

150 acres of which are producing, and in-

tends this season to set out 100 acres ad-

ditional. He has 50 acres in Riesling, 30

acres in Zinfandel, and ^the remainder in

Golden Chasselas, Sau^-ignon Vert, etc.

Mr Krug has a very large and well-ap-

pointed wine cellar, to which he will short-

ly make large additions. In it are at pres-

ent stored about 400,000 gallons of wine,

of various ages and many varieties. The

wine yield this year was 209,500 gallons.

Mr. Krug does a very large business direct

with dealers throughout the Union.

Mrs. J. C. Weinberger is the owner of a

fine vineyard a little north of Mr. Krug, on

the opposite side of the valley. Here aie

100 acres in vines, about one-half being

productive. Preparations are being made
to put in 30 acres more. The wine product

amounted to 40,000 gallons and that of

brandy to 1,000 gallons.

Across the road is the cellar of J. Lau-

rent, with a record of 70,000 gallons of

wine and a few hundred of brandy. His

vineyard consists of 50 acres, about one-

half bearing.

The nest vineyard of any consequence

is that of Mr. W. W. Lymau. several miles

north. He has a vineyard of 65 acres,

chiefly young vines, planted in the standard

varieties.

A short distance farther on we take a

verv pleasant and picturesque side road to

the* left, and a ride of a couple of miles

brings us to the mountain vineyard of

Jacob Schram. This gentleman has in his

rock-excavated wine cellar some 100,000 gal-

Ions of %vine,35,000 gallons of which are from

this year's vintage. He does a large busi-

ness direct from his cellar with jobbers,

hotels, clubs, etc., and his prosperity is

shown by many solid improvements he is

making. He is talking of putting in an

orange orchard, as fruit has been obtained

from one of his few trees that measured

seventeen inches in circumference. The
persimmon and other fine fruits grow read-

ily at this place, which is situate at quite

an elevation above the valley.

Surrounding Calistoga the vineyards are

ipostly small, a notable exception, however,

being in the vineyard of A. L. Tubbs,

President of the Napa Valley Wine Com-
pany, who has now 135 acres in young

vine's, all being of the finest European va-

rieties.

Calistoga boasts of but one wine cellar.

It is owned by Louis Kortem. and produces

as yet but little. It is reported that Lang
& Co.. wine merchants, of San Francisco,

will shortly commence the erection of a

fine wine cellar at Calistoga to meet the

needs of the growing vines. Hundreds of

acres in this vicinity will come into bearing

next year. The crop of the past season in

this locality was almost a total failure, ow-

ing to the hot winds.

On the western outskirts of St. Helena,

under the shade of protecting hills, lie

many pleasant places, Mr. E. P. Palmer
has here a large tract of timbered land,

which he is busily clearing Bud putting in

vines, expecting to make the ronghest of

country produce fine grapes. He has now
only about 50 acres in vines, but is rapidly

increasing his acreage.

Adjoining him, Louis Sander cultivates

51 acres of the old standbys, Riesling.

Zinfandel and Chasst-las, and makes about

25,000 gallons of wine a year.

Towards the south, at a short distance,

lies tho fine property of W. Scheffler,

"Edgehill,'' who has now 180 acres in

vines, chiefly of the finest foreign varieties.

He is planting largely and has plenty of

land for vineyard purposes. His wine

yield this year was 100,000 gallons and the

brandy product will exceed 8.000 gallons.

Mr. Scheffler has recently added to his very

complete establishment a large cooper

shop, an action which attests hope for the

future.

South of the city, away up in the hills,

ex-Raiboad Commissioner Beerstecher is

at present devoting his talents to the rais-

ing of grapes. He has now about 50 acres

in fine varieties and is planting to fill up
an even hundred.
On the road leading from St. Helena to

Napa lie several extensive vineyards, that

of Capt. Niebaum being perhaps the most
important. Capt. Niebaum is at present

on an extended European trip, but his vine-

yard and wines are under the charge of a

most competent manager, H. W. Mclntyre.

A fine rock cellar is under course of con-

struction, and many other improvements
are being made upon the place. In the

^-ineyard are nearly 200 acres, in which the

vines, thougn mostly young, are nearly all

bearing. The product this year was 75,000

gallons of ^\'iue and 2,000 gallons of

brandy.
At Rutherford Station, J. B. Atkinson

has had a vineyard of 105 acres planted.

These are all young vines and of the best

varieties only.

A little further south is located the fine

property of H. W Crabb, whose vineyard

consists of about 500 acres, largely bearing

or beginning to bear. His wine yield this

year reached 150,000 gallons.

In this vicinity, also, Messrs. Davis and
Hastings have large vineyards.

Your correspondent's round of the St.

Helena district concluded at Ycuntville,

where is located the extensive winery and
vineyard of G. Groczinger, having a record

for the past season of 180,000 gallons of

Friill-Oroniug- In Central America and
Mexico.
^o. 2.

[Written specially for The Merchant.]

Outside of citrus fruit or other varieties

of purely tropical origin, we met in the

highlands of Central America with many

fruit varieties of a northern origin, many

which do well or grow to perfection in Cal-

ifornia. Among such we count apples,

pears, peaches, figs and cherries. The

similarity between our fruit and theirs is

more a scientific one than one of outward

appearance. It is somewhat astonishing

that the varieties growing wild in northern

latitudes, should be so similar to those

growing wild or ins^lfficiently cultivated fif-

teen degrees from the Equator. The cli-

mate and fertile soil of the southern coun-

tries seems not to have changed these fruits

in the least for the better, and the latter

gain nothing by being compared with their

relations grown or originated under much
less favorable circumstances. The apples

of Central America are astonishingly simi-

lar to the smallest Russian crab apples,

both in size and taste. Their size is that

of a large cherry, the color yellow, taste

tart and flavor quite agreeable. These
apples grow wild on the highlands of Mex-
ico, Guatemala and Salvador, and seem
especially at home on the slopes of the

many volcanoes, up to a varying hight of

5,000 to 7.000 feet, according to the latitude.

A considerable trade is done in these small

apples; the Indians collect them in great

quantities and sell them in the markets at

quite remunerative prices. When boiled

these apples are excellent, but raw they are

only palatable when there is nothing else to

eat. I never heard of any one having en-

deavored to raise any seedlings with the

object of creating new varieties with larger

and better fruit. In fact, none of the na-

tives kno,w anything about horticulture, and
the few foreigners who might know some-

thing, have most likely never expected to

remain long enough in the country, to profit

from any experimental hoticulture. It may,
however, be asked why, if wild apples grow
there, could not our fine cultivated

varieties be introduced? No doubt there are

many places both in Northern Mexico and
Central America where our apples would
grow and grow fruit,but such plact s are very

few. The greatest obijtacle to growing
northern fruit is the absence of frost, and
some other peculiarities in the seasons.

I saw several apple trees in Guatemala;
they grew well enough—in fact, never

ceased to grow, never set fruit; in fact,

never blossomed, and I never saw any fruit

buds form. In places where frost and snow
divide the seasons, no doubt both apples

and pears could be grown; but then, such

places are necessarily situated at a great

altitude, and the question would arise, if

any valuable varieties could be brought to

matm-ity there. Around Quczaltenango,

in the northern part of Guatemala, I heard

that apples were cultivated, but I do not

know if they were any better than the com-
mon wild ones. Perhaps they were. In

Quezaltenango they have both snow and
frost, the two requisites for growing the

fruits of the temperate zones, Suflicient

experiments have, however, not been con-

ducted to decide the question whether ap-

ples and similar fruit could or could not be

grown even in the lower regions, where the

climate is nearly the same all the year

round, except in regard to rain. Grafted

on the wild apples of the country, no doubt,

fruits mght be produced of improved vari-

eties of greater value. A foreign farmer

had on one place grafted some pears on the

wild Manzana or apple stock growing on his

hill side; and he related to me that the tree

thus produced had borne a quantity of

large, fine fruit. But he was now leaving

the country, and his experiment will most
likely be forgotten. From this little experi-

ment, however, it was plainly demon-
strated that foreign grafts on native stock

adapted them- selves to the seasons and
rested sufiiciently to produce fruitbuds.

GUSTAV ElSEN.

A flutter has been caused in Kientific cir-

cles by the announcement, in the CTn

Mfidivale of June 2nd, of the discovery, on

inerciug a new gallery in a coal mir

Bully-Grenay (Pas-de-Calais), of a ser

very remarkable caverns. In the first

the intact fossil bodies of a man, t

and three children. Beside them were pet

rified pieces of wooden utensils and remains

of mammals and fish, as well as stone

ons. A second subterranean cavern revealed

eleven bodies of gigantic size, the fossils of

several animals, and a great number of

rious objects, including precious stones.

Into a third and larger chamber the miners

could not enter, on account of the carbonic

acid it contained. If all this turns out to be

as true as it appears to be, the existence of

prehistoric man is a stern fact, even to the

most sceptical.

—

Boaton Olobe.

TOBACCO MARKETS.
SAN FRANCISCO-TIiere have been a (ew eaUa of

Sumatra and ^ood Havana during the past week, but

business closes dull with no prospect of further pur-

chases of importance until the holidays are over.

The large 'lealera in manufactured tobaccos repor'

a very liirht business this week and expect no im-

provement for at least a fortnight.

Our local ciear manufacturers are fairly busy and

in spita of the loas of time by tho holidays will prob-

ably show when the revenue returns for the month

are known, a Very good December busineai.

Some weeks ajfo we announced in the Msrchant

that a demand for an advance had been made and ob-

tained by clear makers, rangin;,' from 50 cents to

SI.00 per thousand, according to quality.

These Chinamen ara now asking a further ad-

vance of SI. 50 per thousand. If they obtain it. It

will open the business to a lar^e number of white cigar

makers, who have hitherto been prevented by the low

price of Chinese labor from earning a living on this

coast It will also destroy our Eastern export of low

priced cigars by incrassing the cost. Moreover, the

gradual reduction of the nui!:<b«r of Chinese on this

coast by the usual departures and the restriction of

immigration, will lead to the larger factories making

medium and high priced goods, drawing from the

other factories all the handt engagsd In making

cheaptr clgarg.

The Seal Rock injunction suit and petition for a

ceiffer which has hung fire so lonj^, again went over

last Friday because a jury ciise was on trial. On

Tuesday the plantiff, Whitcher Jones, by hia junior

sel;asked for afurther postponement because one

of the counsel was engaged in another court. The

Judge finally fl-ted the hearing for this morning at

o'clock, limiting each counsel to two hours ar-

gument. There are other defendants besides 5Ir.

Brandenstein who have little or nothing really to do

with the affairs of the Seal Rock Co., but have had,

with the mam defendant, Mr. Brandenstem, to dance

attendance on the court for week after week while the

petitioner was seeking evidence in hopes of strength-

ening his case. We have some doubt whether an in-

junction ought to have been granted and more cer-

tainly we have doubts whether it ought to have been

maintained when the plaintiff confessed he was not

ready to prove his allegations.

OVERLAND RECEIPTS OF CIGARS AND TOBACCO

M. Philips

Eabe rg. Bachman & Co

.

M, Ehrman &Co
Oppenheii
Wellman, Peck & Cc

Sanderson & Horn.

.

A. Mau & Co
Meyer Bros ,

Rosenbaum Bros

—

L. & E. Wertheimer,
Morris Basch
Wm John
MlchaiitschkeBros.&Co
A. Boyle & Co
C T. Strong..

Manf I Leaf
Mhs. I lbs.

2900
2660
2490
1500
900
610
300
190

31500
560
380

H. Gusson
Thannhauser &Co.
Tillmann & Bendel.,

Total imports by sea and rail, 12,390 lbs Manu-
factured Tobacco, 13,440 lbs Leaf Tobacco; 17 cs

Cigars; 25 cs Cigarettes. Total_ exports by

U. S. Tobacco Journal. ]

NEW YORK. Dec. 8th— It is binders the people

want. In all the dreary stillness of the market the

cry for binders, at least, is breaking the monotonyl
While there is an abundance of cheap wrappers there

is a striking dearth of binders. They are scarce in

low as well as in fine goods. The unfoitunaie '82

Connecticut seconds mivde a gap in the usual yearly

supply of binders. Those of other crops have been
up to now heavily drawn on, and the void is severely

felt. It the low-priced wrapptrs in the market pos-

sessed but one half less hide, elasticity and weight in

body the demand could easily be filled. There is a

peculiarity in the seed leaf in the miirket not exhibi-

ted in former yeais. With the exception of a little

thin leafy stock, everything elae is ex^ctainyly thick.

Outside of this unusual inquiry for bindtrsj there is a
fine craving for so-called Little Dutch fillers. They
sell at 18 to 24 cents, and appeal stron'j;ly to the nos-

trils, their flavor competing with that emanating from
a cup of camomile tea. As there seems to exist a de-

middle class, have settled upon Little Dutch fillers to

suit the occasion. The whole crop of Little Dutch,

whose birthplace is Ohio, only consists of a few thou-

sand cases. As this amount, with the past and j-n -

vailing Ueniand, has probably been almost exhausted,

a suspicion lurks in our mind that Pennsylvania fillers

and others are finding their way into the hands of

unsophisticated manufacturers as being the only true

and original Little Dutch. We repeat this is merely a
•uspicioD. of which we oannot%elp feeling consider-

ably ashamed, especially as a recent law suit in this

city demonstrated the fact that the dealers and pack-

ers in the New Vork leaf market emphatically con-

aider tiie sale of Massachusetts tobacco as Connecti-

cut a practice which under no circumstances would
they countenance. Outside of this unusually heavy
demand for binders and Little Dutch fillers it was
verv dull in the market. Nearly all the manufactur-
ers 'in this city, excepting those making very cheap
grades, are working halt time only. None of them
express any regret at this. They see in the conserva-

tive demeanor of the jobbing trade a financially

healthy condition of trade, and as there exists no rea-

son whatever for a depressed or disorganized business

in the near future, a strong and active trade is ex-

pected for tne new year. The leaf trade need not

harbor any extraordinary anxiety about the present

dullness.

[New York Tobacco Leaf.)

NEW YORK. Dec. Sth.— Virginia iea/—Nothinff
of any consequence was done this week. A few hhdH
of wrappers and cutters comprised the sales. Not
much business will be done until after January 1, aa

manufacturers are pretty we.l supplied and will hold

off until they take stock and balance their books for

the

[WeBtern Tobacco Journal.]

CINCINNATI. Dec. 10th.— incrc was a much bet-

ter offering Saturday than has been m!ide for some
weeks past, but yet it was comparatively small, and
consisted in most part of the t

- -"" """'" """"

ndancein full" numbers, but. as may be expected,

they were not moved to enthusiasm bv an examina-

tion of the samples, and j: rices were low, but yet it

seems full values were generally obtained, rejectiona

being very great. 86.60 was the highest prifte


