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RIVALRY IN RIPARIAS.

Napa Valley Npeseey and Obcbabd, I

Napa City, Cal.. Dec. 15, 1883. f

Ed. Mekchant:—We notice the adver-

tisement of C. A. Wetmore, on Page 148 of

this week^s Merchant, "While we admit

hat Mr. Wotmore is perfectly justified iu

reducing the price of his Eiparia cuttings

from $10 (last week's adv.) to $7.50, the

price of ours, we would like to

call uttfutiou to the fact that

his^statemuut, "This is the cheapest lot of

Kiparia cuttings ever ofifered in California'

'

is not true, as our advertisement has ap-

peared Borne weeks, ofi'ering Riparia cut-

tings from $4.50 to S7.50, according to size,

as he well kuows, for he wrote us last week

regi-etting that he had not known sooner

that 80 many Riparia cuttings could be ob-

tained here, {-we have about 300,000) or he

would not have purchased bo many in the

East.

While, further, we are fully aware of the

public good Mr. Wetmore is to the viticul-

tural interests of the State, we protest

agaiust his using the position he occupies

to misrepresent, and, in short, to "ride

rough shod'' over any who may seem to be

in his way.

We would also say that our cuttings are

beiug made fresh from the vineyard of

JudgeJas. A. Stanly, (of Stanly, Storey and

Hayes, N. W. Cor. Clay and Montgomery

sti-eets, S. F.) being heeled in every day,

and that we can refer to Hon. M. M. Estee,

Prof. E. W. Hilgard and others.

Prof. Hilgard visited this vineyard in

company with Leonard Coates, and after

close examination, expressed himself as be-

iug "agreably disappointed'' in the growth

the Kiparias had made, being planted on a

hill-side, and in hard, cold soil. The wood

is much shorter jointed, and better ripened,

than that which is imported, and of course,

must be supeiior.

Kespectfully.

COATES & TOOL.
Coni|>etltion.

Competiou is not to be avoided. When
it is healthful and just, it is not desirable

that it should be. Its aggregate constitutes

the wealth of a laud, and its wholsomeand
stimulating operation promotes the pros-
perity of the multitudes who are not di-

rectly engaged in the circle of its contest.

Bat it creates frequent and great perplexi-

ties to the individual trader, and often em-
baiiasses and breaks down a young man of

l'U-;!i.ss in the beginning of his career.

[i I (itly, also, there is great injustice

p ij I rat'd under the garb of just and equi-
tuhl. tumpetitiou. A large trader, with
abundant capital, vnU adopt the nature and
occupation of the tiger among flocks. He
will devote himself to the oppressive perse-

cution of competitors T,vith smaller means.
He will undersell them even at a loss to

himself. He will even ascertain the main
staple of their investment, that he may
especially destroy them by a ruinous reduc-
tion of the marki t price for this one class

of merchandise. His piurpose is no longer
honorable gain to himself, but a murderous
ruin to others. Such a man, while far from
an advantage to the trade, is no benefit to

the commuuit>' in which he trades.— U. S.

JEconowist.

In San Francisco we have seen something

of this folly, greed, or rascality would prob-

ably be a better name for it.

SEASON OF 1884!

VINES and VINE CUTTINGS

I take pleasure in informing my patrons

that I shall be able to furnish, if called for

soon, limited quantities of

tiEIVVINE CUTTINOS
Of the following rare varieties:— FOLLE

BLANCHE, COLOMBAR (Sauvignon vert)

MATARO, CARIGNAN, GRENACHE,
PETIT PINOT (Crabb's Black Burgundy)

CHAUCHE NOIR, TROUSSEAU, MEU-
NIER (same as the so-called Franc-Pinot

of Mr. Scheffler—misnamed), CHARBONO,
FOLLE NOIRE. MALBECK (same as

Lefranc's so-called Cabernet-Malbeck)

MOSELLE RIESLING, WEST'S WHITE
PROLIFIC, MUSCAT of FRONTIGNAN,
SEEDLESS SULTANA, etc.

The prices of the foregoing are capri-

cious aud some of the varieties, particular-

ly MATARO, MALBECK, CARIGNAN
MEUNIER and WEST'S WHITE PRO-
LIFIC, are nearly all engaged at the pre^

sent lime.

Price Usts will be forwarded to those in-

quiring, as circumstances vary them.

Also, All the well Known Varieties

nch as ZINFANDEL, RIESLING. CHAS-
SELAS, CHAUCHE GRIS, BERGER,
MUSCATS (Gordo Blanco and Alexandria)

FLAME TOKAY, etc., etc.

ROOTED VINES.
Particular care mil be taken in respect

to rooted vines to guard against infection

by diseases. I can furnish rooted ZIN-

FANDEL, MALVOISIE, YERDAL,
FEHER ZAGAS, CHARBONO, etc; at

varj-ing prices, according to the demands of

diff'.-rent producers.

Also a few thousand CALIFORNICA
SEEDLINGS ; RIPARIA SEEDLINGS
all engaged.

RIPARIA CrXTINUS.
Having made necessary arrangements,

I am prepared until January 15th to offer

fresh RIPARIA CUTTINGS from the

forests of Nebraska—car load already ar-

rived in better condition than ever before

received in this State, as follows:

36 INCH CUTTINGS at $10.00 per M.

42 •* " " $12.00 " *•

Ten per cent off for cash within 10 days

after receipt and acceptance of orders.

For those who desire shorter lengths I

will furnish

10 to 15 inch cuttings at $3.00 per M.

15 to 18 • $5.00 *• "

18 to 20 ' $6.00 *' "

But I advise purchasers to take the long

cuttings and prepare them to suit them-

selves. This is the cheapest offering of

Riparia cuttings ever made in California.

All of these Riparia stocks not sold be-

fore January 15th will be sold at public

auction to the highest bidder.

SEED.
I have fresh Riparia seed (from Nebras-

ka) to offer at

$2.50 per lb. for less than 5 lbs.

$2.00 " " " 5 lbs. andmore.
Also, Frenb Callfornlea Seed at

$1.50 per lb. for less than 5 lbs.

$1.00 •* " '* 5 lbs. and more.
CIRCVLARS:

will soon be ready to explain the impor-

tance of certain of the rarest varieties and

ill be furnished on demand.

Address
Chas. a. Wetmore,

No. 321 Montgomery St., or

No. Ill Leidesdorff St.,

San Francisco, Cal.

P. O. Address
No. Ill Leidesdorff St. S. F.

A RIVAL RIPARIAN RE-

PLIES.

San Fbancisco, Dec. 19, 1883.

Editoe Merchant: The letter of Messrs.

Coates & Tool which you have submitted

to me for ''explanation," has been duly

read. I do not know what is the matter

with the gentlemen; certainly, I do not in-

tend to "shut up shop,*' because they have

concluded to compete with me id a business

that I have been engaged in for four years.

They seem offended because in my adver-

tisement I say that my offering of RIPA-

RIAS is the cheapest ever made in this

State, viz,; 36 inches at $10 per M; 42

inches at $12 per M. If tiiif is not the

cheapest offering I am willing to be

corrected, ,and in order to make

my ^captions comp»titcwa feel better

and to quiet their fears lest I may be

deceiving the public, I will now agrea to

sell this consignment, Which I hav» offered

at 10 per cent discount for cash within ten

days from receipt and acceptance of orders.

In order not to compete unnecessarily

against the prices fixed by Messrs. Coates &

Tool I offered to cut up my long cuttings

and furmeh 15 to 20 inch cuttings at $7.50—

the price asked by them for similar sice;

inasmuch as this courtesy does not please

them I will now change my offer to the ad-

vantage of the public and will furnish cut-

tings 10 to 15 inches long for §3.50; 15 to

18 inches long for $5.00 and 18 to 20inchi

ong fori $6.00 per M. My clients a:

therefore referred to my revised price Usts

and they may be well assured that I do

not mean bo be run out of a legitimate bns-

iness by the ill-natured ^complaints of my

competitor.

But, Mr. Editor, I think it is time that

the public should understand distinctly

that, the fact that I hold a public office,

the duties of which I have performed with-

out fear, favor or partiaJity, to the best of

my ability, is no reason why I should aban-

don a business which I had engaged in be-

fore I was called to fill such office. I

have imported for several years large quan-

tities of resistant stocks and taken large

risks in doing so; last year I lost consider-

able money by the operation. This is,

however, a ^legitimate branch of a neces-

sary business, and I feel compelled to con-

tinue it, even if at a loss, to keep pace

with my competitors, against ^hom I have

r lifted any obstacle, unless they were

practicing deception or leading planters

into erior.

Early this year I ordered a carload of

RIPARIA cuttings to be made for me in

Nebraska, knowing that when made imme-

diately after the leaves fall, the ch*nce8 of

success in rooting them are increased. I

have to pay for ^them all, whether I sefl

them or not; I have to advance the money,

which including freight is nearly two

thousand dollars, and I may have a lot of

them left oH my hands wbea t&e seatfon is

over. If I had known that any were to be

had in this State in large quantity, (I did

not know Judge Stanly had not grafted his

vines) I should first have ascertained what

could be done here, and so I would have

saved my risks. Knowing now how many

there are offered, (I do not, however, believe

that Messrs C. & T. can make 300,000 good

cuttings) , I am naturally anxious to get rid of

my stocks without loss, and so I have made

"the cheapest offering of Riparias ever

made in the State.'' My stocks are first-

clasa^and better than any ever before im-

ported. If I do not sell all I have, at the

revised price list now published, before

January 15th, I shall put up the bal-

ance on hand for sale at public auction

to the highest bidder. If Messrs. Coates &

Tool don't like my way of doing business,

let them plead the baby act, a thing whioh

they will never find me fool enough to do.

Yoiurs respectfully,

CHAS. A. WETMORE.
The Tobacco Ondooh,

There has nothing transpired in Congress

as yet to indicate whether any action or not

will be taken this session in regard to inter-

nal revenue taxation. Mr. Carlisle, it is

true, has been elected to the Speakership

on a platform of tariSf reform. His friends

interpret this to mean that no legislation

will be had in the House affecting internal

taxes and that the bent of the House will

solely be toward lowering the customs du-

ties.

We have claimed that the discussion of

the tariff wiU necessarily involve a discus-

sion of the internal revenue. We think so

now, but if Mr. Carlisle's friends' declara-

tions are to be taken as true, no other hurt

will injure to the tobacco interest other

than incident to agitation. The trade can

stand "agitation" so long as it is ass.ured

there will be no actual legislation. But w»
are not so sure that Mr. Carlisle's, or his

friends', declarations will be carried out.

The protectionists throughout the coontry

are already becoming alarmists as to the

effect of any further lowering of the tariff.

Particularly is this the case with the iron

and steel men. They are looking for the

removal of the tobacco taxes as a necessity

for their salvation, and there is no doubt

that a gieat pressure will be made for their

abolition. It remains to be seen how Mr.
Carlisle and his followers in the House will

withstand this pressure.

Judge Kelley can be relied upon to urge

the abolition of the tobacco taxes unceas-

ingly, aud there may be enough protection

Democrats to join a Republican policy to

keep up the tariff by reducing or abolishing

the internal revenue.

(JThere will be no definite policy formu-
lated uutil after the holidays, but then,

without doubt, '-the music will begin.''

—

U. S. Tobacco Journal.

J. B. J. Portal, the well known viticul tur

ist of San Jose, wi-ites in .reference to Rix-

ford's " Wine Press and Cellar'' obtained

from this ofBce. "I find it full of valuable

information to wine growers." Every vine-

yard owner or wine maker in the Stnte who

has not a copy of this work should send us

$1.50 by postal note or in one-oent stamps

and we will mail him the book by return.

To Hnw-niluns.

After January Ist, 1884, postage of fifty

cents will be added to the subscription

price of the Merchant, making the cost

to Hawiian Island subscribers $3.50. We
do this in consequence of the change in the

rate caused by the Hawaiian Kingdom en-

ering the Postal Union,


